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GATHERINE'S DESPOTISIVL.

The first Annexation of Grimea by the Russian Empire

In June 1771, at the height of the Russian-Turkish War, Russian troops invaded the territory of Crimea. Within two weeks, the invaders took all the
strategic points, removed Selim Il Girai Khan from power and put their protégé on the throne. After gaining control over the peninsula, the Russian

authorities began large-scale preparations for its annexation.

Independence on Paper

As a result of the war with the Ottoman Empire, Russia formally
recognized Crimeaan independent state. But that decision was fic-
titious, because de facto Crimea was run by the Russian military.
For example, they subjugated the mighty fortresses of Yeni-Kale,
Kerch and Kinburn. Within a short time, Russians angered the
local population so much that the Crimean Tatars raised a revolt
but the Russian Empress Catherine IT quickly suppressed it.

Bloody Massacre

The last ruler of the Crimean Khanate was a pro-Russian Shahin
Girai. He tried to implement reforms; in particular, he gave
equal economic rights to Muslims and Christians, strength-
ened the power of the Khan and began to form a regular army.
But the Russia’s protégé was, to put it mildly, unpopular in the
country, and when in 1777 the people rebelled against him, Sha-
hin Girai was forced to rely on the help of the Russian soldiers.
With incredible cruelty, they suppressed the revolt which cost
the lives of 12,000 Crimean Tatars.

Great Relocation of Peoples

To prevent the Crimeans from recovering, the tsarist government
planned and carried out a large-scale relocation campaign that un-
dermined the economy of the peninsula. In March 1778, Catherine IT
instructed Pyotr Rumyantsev and Grigoriy Potyomkin to relocate
all Christians (Greeks, Armenians, Georgians, Vlachs) from Crimea
to the Southern Ukraine. All this was accompanied by active propa-
ganda, disinformation and brainwashing. The Christian population
was intimidated by the Crimean Tatars, “who supposedly can kill
them all” (although previously all ethnic groups coexisted peace-
fully in the peninsula), and promised golden mountains in the new
lands. As a result, many people volunteered to leave Crimea, the
rest were evicted by force. More than 31 thousand Christians left
the Crimean Khanate. Not all of their expectations came true: in the
new homeland they met poverty, hunger and deprivation.

Imperial “Gratitude” for Devotion

Subsequent events developed according to the Russian scenario.
The impoverished population of Crimea constantly raised re-
volts against Shahin Girai. After another revolt, Russia had to
bring troops to Crimea for the second time. But that time Prince
Grigoriy Potyomkin received an instruction on “appropriation of
the peninsula” from the tsarina.

Shahin Girai was offered to abdicate and promised the throne of
Persia in return. He agreed realizing that he could not stay in
power due to the intense hatred of the people.

In February 1783, Shahin Girai announced his abdication and
left for Russia. But instead of the Persian throne, he ended up
with no power or support in Voronezh and Kaluga, then emigrat-
ed to the Ottoman Empire and was executed by the Turks on the
island of Rhodes.

Annexation of the Peninsula

In April 1783, Catherine II issued a manifesto “On the accep-
tance of the Crimean peninsula, the island of Taman, and Kuban
lands into the Russian nation”. Contrary to international agree-
ments, the tsarina proclaimed annexation of the peninsula under
the pretext of welfare of the Crimean Tatars, promising to respect
traditions and beliefs of the indigenous people. In July, at the top
of Ak-Kaya Mountain near Karasubazar, Potyomkin personally
read out the text of the document in a meeting of the Crimean
Tatar nobility. Pinned down to facts, the Ottoman Empire was
forced to admit the annexation of Crimea, and France was the
only European state to express its protest.

Forced Emigration

However, not all Crimean Tatars believed in Russia’s good inten-
tions. Immediately after the annexation, the first wave of emi-
gration to Turkey began. Subsequently, there were several more
waves, and new settlers from the mainland of the Russian Empire
replaced the indigenous people. Over the next hundred years the
proportion of Crimean Tatars in the population of the peninsula
decreased from 88% to 36%.

The occupants re-distributed the land at the peninsula giving
the best Crimean plots of land to the Russian royal dignitaries
and local collaborationists devoted to Russia. Soon the peninsula
itself, the lands adjacent to it in the north, and Taman became
part of the newly formed Taurida region, which was turned into a
Russian province in the 90 years of the XVIII century.

The Crimean Khanate received the last chance for a revival in
1787 when the Russian-Turkish War started again. First, the
Sultan gave the title of Khan to Shahbaz to Girai, and later to
Bakht Girai. They both fought for Crimea at the head of the
squad of Budjak Tatars, but the defeat of the Turks committed
the peninsula to centuries of occupation.
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in the occupation of Crimea) are also popular and saints.
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MEN", LENIN AND TSARS
“CLECTICISM
IN THE OCCUPIED CRIMEA

On September 5, in the village Simeiz, another monument to Vladimir Lenin was solemnly opened, and next to

it as it had once heen a tradition in the Soviet Union local schoolchildren became pioneers. The leader’s bust
was erected to implement “the program of the revival of Soviet monuments”. However, during the last three
years, not only the monuments to the figures of the totalitarian era have heen actively restored in the peninsula.
Historical figures of the Russian Empire, “green men” (Russian soldiers in unmarked uniforms that participated

Monuments
o “Unknown”
Soldiers

Two monuments in honor of
“polite people” appeared in
Crimea. So the Kremlin propa-
gandists called the soldiers of
the Russian Special Forces, who patrolled streets and highways
in late winter and early spring of 2014. Their faces masked and
uniforms unmarked, they seized buildings of the self-government
bodies and infrastructure facilities in Crimea, and Crimeans
named them “the little green men”. One monument was erected
in Simferopol, near the building of the State Council of the Re-
public of Crimea, and an identical one, in Bakhchysarai, by the
entrance to the park of miniatures.

A Place
for the Saint

In June 2014 in Simferopol, a
monument to the Collector
of Russian Lands, St. Sergius
of Radonezh was solemnly
opened. In addition, a new
square was named after him.

To the Invaders of All Time

Not far from the building of the Council of Ministers in Simfer-
opol, a monument to the People’s Militia of All Time was placed
(in memory of the Russian-French War of 1812, the Crimean
War of 1853-1856 and the Crimean Spring of 2014). It has also
immortalized members of the

s so-called “Crimean self-de-

fense”. This illegal armed for-
mation arose during the sei-
zure of the Crimean Peninsula
by Russia in 2014. Its members
guarded checkpoints on the
Crimean border with mainland
Ukraine, blocked and stormed
Ukrainian military units, ex-
erted physical pressure on

journalists and pro-Ukrainian activists, illegally detained and
abducted people.

To the Authors
of the First
Annexation

It was also decided to honor the
Russian Empress Catherine II,
who unlawfully annexed the
peninsula in 1783 as a result of
the Russian-Turkish War. The
monument was erected in Simferopol. In addition to the tsarina,
the monument includes sculptures of Prince Grigoriy Potyomkin
of Taurida and Vasiliy Dolgorukov, as well as the Commander
Aleksandr Suvorov and the Russian Ambassador to Turkey,
Yakov Bulgakov. Construction of the monument cost about 31
million rubles (more than half a million dollars).

Separately, the bust of the Russian Prince Grigoriy Potyomkin
was placed in the center of Simferopol on March 16, 2016, the
second anniversary of the illegal referendum on the accession of
Crimea to Russia. In the 1780s it was he who played a decisive
role in the violent annexation of the peninsula by the Russian
Empire.

To Russian Emperors

In September 2016, a bust of Tsar Nicholas II shot by the Bol-
sheviks was placed next to the chapel built near the de facto
Prosecutor’s Office. The illegal Prosecutor of Crimea Natalia
Poklonskaya endowed the monument with the properties of a
sacred relic, saying that it allegedly had started to weep, and
local residents began to bring sick children to it so that they
could be healed. The Simferopol and Crimean Diocese of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate even
conducted a special inspection, which concluded that miracles
do not occur.

There are also several
monuments to the Russian
monarchs in Crimea: a bust
of King Peter 1 near the
Kerch Maritime Trading
Port and a bust of Emperor
Alexander III in the Mas-
sandra Palace.
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Oleh SENTSOV

(Ukrainian filmmaker, sentenced by the
occupation authorities of Crimea to 20 years
in a high security penal colony on trumped-up
charges of plotting acts of terror),

“I was abruptly taken from Yakutia and sent to the Yamalo-Nenets
Autonomous District. And there is the only place to serve the sen-
tence there — the legendary Kharp (a settlement where the colonies
known for their harsh conditions are located — Ed.). I do not expect
anything good from this trip. Especially, having passed Irkutsk and
Omsk central penitentiaries, I have an idea of how bad it can be,
and not only from the stories. Of course, nobody touches me physi-
cally, but I know perfectly well how the system can peroversely pun-
ish and torture without using brutal force.

... By the way, as for good deeds that do not always lead to good re-
sults. Klimkin (Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine — Ed.) tried
to call me on my birthday in July. And Pussy Riot (a Russian music
band whose members are known for their shocking performances
against Putin — Ed.) came to support me. That was great! But in-
stead of a call, I was sent to a punitive isolation ward (for the fourth
or fifth time)... This doesn’t mean that one should not do anything.
You, free people, can do whatever you think you need to do in sup-
port of me and other political prisoners. Just keep in mind that local
officers have a logic of their own and they often react that way.
.After all, they will not take me to the North Pole to serve my time,
will they? In general, everything is fine with me. And I hope I'll en-
dure this trip and stay at the final destination on the remnants of
my health. I hope you won’t make a fuss about all this, because I'm
not alone, there are many of us, and I'm far from being in the worst

conditions. And so I do what I have always done: I read, in English
as well, edit and correct the written scripts — this work can be done
almost forever, but I think that I can make another two collections.
[ exercise, if possible, and do other little things. I have followed the
events in Russia and Ukraine, whenever possible, of course. I can-
not say anything good — but perhaps I cannot see well from here.
Ukraine is struggling but making its way in the right direction.
Russia is stuck in a dead-end for good. And no one knows what to do
next. I still have no doubt in either success or victory, or that every-
thing is going to be fine, absolutely fine!”

September 17, Tyumen Detention Center, Russia

Yevhen PANOV

(Ukrainian activist, volunteer,

illegally detained for more than

a year in the Simferopol Detention Center
on trumped-up charges

of plotting acts of terror),

“Hello Ukraine and my beloved city Energodar! Hello Ukrainians
and all those in the world who wrote me letters when the letters had
reached me! I am very grateful to all of you for your support. When
sadness comes over me, I re-read the letters I've received and feel
energized by them. This is particularly the case when I am “success-
Sully” isolated from any information, from radio or newspapers, not
to mention television. I don’t know when all this will end, but if you
don’t have faith, there’s no sense living. I wish I could write beauti-
Sul letters, but I write as it s, I just put on paper what I feel.
...Thank you for your support! Glory to Ukraine! Goodbye.”
October 2, Simferopol Detention Center, Ukraine



